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Please take note of these yearly reminders. It is the GROWER's 
responsibility to make sure their fields get inspected.  Please call and 
set up a time with your inspector at least two weeks before harvest. If 
the field is not inspected before harvest, no certification will be allowed 
on the seed from that field. Please contact the MSGA office (406) 994-
5121 if you are unable to contact your inspector. Please plan and keep 
your inspector informed on the readiness of your fields.  

NOTICE ON CANCELED ACRES 
Note: if you have a field you want to 
cancel from certification please let the 
field inspector know ahead of time to 
save the inspector a trip out to the field.  
Parts of fields may be canceled for a 
partial refund of fees. Refunds will not 
be issued until all inspections are 
completed, usually in October.  
 

ANY GROWER WHO CANCELS 
ANY FIELD BEFORE THE 
INSPECTION WILL RECEIVE A 
REFUND OF ACREAGE FEES FOR 
THE CANCELED ACRES. 

Preparing For Field Inspection 
Please walk or scout fields to determine if acres are clean 

enough to pass inspection. Roguing may be required to 

pass inspection. Roguing before inspection will help avoid 

rejection and re-inspection fees associated with a second 

inspection.  
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Montana State University  >>> 

Foundation Seed  
>>Doug Holen  
 

       
 
Without significant and timely rains, the 2021 growing season may be progressing 
even faster than the calendar pages.  Like much of the state, our valley hasn’t seen 
much precipitation combined with plenty of wind and increased temps.  The 
“bumper” part of our yield hopes appear to have evaporated and now shifting to 
the mentality of being happy with whatever these fields can produce.  We have 
been around parts of the state and know our conditions are nothing unique to a 
much larger area.  While preparing for an early harvest, I am excited to be 
attending field days once again.  We plan to participate in the great MSU Research 
Center get-togethers at Havre, Bozeman, Moccasin, and Sidney in the next month.     
 
We again have foundation fields around the Bozeman area on MSU land in addition 
to fields at the EARC, CARC, and NARC.  Mother Nature allowing, new seed stocks 
of Bobcat and Ray winter wheat will be processed along with Dagmar spring wheat 
and Haxby barley.  Lustre durum is in its second foundation production year.  
Experimental lines not yet named or released are being grown that include spring 
wheat (MT1716) winter wheat (MT1745) and durum (MTD18313).  We are also 
increasing Breeder seed of the green pea variety 457 that was released a couple of 
years ago for Foundation production in 2022.  With a season-saving rain soon, 
hopes are to harvest Delaney sainfoin and Shaw alfalfa seed.    
I am very pleased that we had a late intern hire for this summer to help the 
program and we can assist in developing a sound agronomic individual with 
experience and a long list of contacts.  Please see her biography below……  
 
Stay well and wishing all a safe harvest season.             
 
 As always, feel free to contact me at (office) 406-994-5687, (cell) 406-404-5726, or 
douglas.holen@montana.edu.   You can also visit our website listed above for 
current variety availability, pricing, and descriptions.  
       
 

Hello, My name is Nichole Lake and I am currently in the midst of my 
Masters of Business Administration with a graduation date of 
December 2021 from Sul Ross State University in Alpine, TX. I 
graduated with my bachelor's in Agricultural Business in the summer 
of 2020 from Sul Ross where I also competed in intercollegiate rodeo. 
I grew up In Polson, Montana on a seed production farm, Lake Seed 
Inc. where I developed an appreciation for farming that runs deep 
through my family tree. I am excited to broaden my depth of 
knowledge in the agronomics of seed production while interning 
under Doug Holen at the Foundation Seed Program. I am thankful for 
the opportunity that allows me to gain some valuable hands-on 
experience while applying my education to my upbringing while filling 
in the holes. 
 

MSU Foundation Seed Facilities at 
the Post Farm, Bozeman, MT  
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Roguing Of Fields  
We try to include this item each year as a reminder of some basic preparations that 
need to be done before field inspections.  All fields should be rogued or scouted at 
least once for off-type plants and contaminating weeds before the inspector arrives. 
This also allows growers to cancel fields before an inspection and receive an 
acreage fee refund. Note: refunds will not be given if the inspector has to drive to 
your field before you cancel unless you are only canceling part of the field.  
 
Alfalfa fields should be free of Yellow and White sweet clover before the 
inspection. NOTE: A count of more than 10 sweet clover plants per acre at 
inspection time is a basis for the rejection of your alfalfa seed field.  Alfalfa and 
other legumes need to be in bloom for proper inspection. It is the grower's 
responsibility to contact the inspector when the field is in bloom. Cereal grains and 
grasses must be in the ripening stage before inspections can be conducted to detect 
off-types and other contaminating crops. This is best done within 2 weeks of 
harvest (especially on small grains).  

Attention Growers of small grains. 
If there are wild oats in the field, 
they must be rogued out. The field 
inspectors will reject fields 
estimated to have more than 5 wild 
oat plants per acre. Please note that 
fields of tame oats containing wild 
oats of any amount will likely be 
rejected since wild oats cannot 
successfully be removed from this 
crop by conditioning plants.  A 
grower may have a field re-
inspected, but MSGA reserves the 
right to charge a re-inspection fee.  
 
The best policy is to rogue all wild 
oats out of the field before the 
inspector arrives.  
 
MSGA also reserves the right to 
require that certified growers swath 
parts of fields (or otherwise mark 
out such parts) that are declared 
non-eligible due to wild oats or 
other contaminates. Discovery of 
co-mingling of such areas with 
otherwise certified parts of the 
fields will be cause for rejection of 
whole fields. MSGA is determined 
that field inspection instructions 
will be followed as closely as 
possible.  

Wild Oats in Grain 
Fields  

A good rule of thumb is to contact your inspector when you 
first receive your paperwork back from MSGA with your 
assigned inspector.  This way you and your inspector can start 
a line of communication that will ensure that your fields are 
inspected at the appropriate times.  
 
Perennial Crops  
1st year: First-year perennial fields will need 2 inspections the 
first year.  1st inspection is at the seedling stage. 2nd inspection 
at the time of flowering/pollen shedding.  
Perennial crops subsequent years: 1 inspection at the time 
of flowering/pollen shedding. 
 
Annual Crops 
Small grains: 3-4 weeks before harvest or when the field is 
ripe/turned. 
Legumes: When the field starts to flower 
Safflower: When the field is in flower  
Flax: When the field starts to flower 
 
If you have questions on when to have your field inspected 
please call your inspectors or the MSGA office when you 
receive your application paperwork back.  
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Preparing for Field Inspections  >>> 

Your field inspectors work hard to ensure that all fields get inspected for certification. They work closely with 
growers and the MSGA office to help guarantee that everyone has a smooth and successful inspection season. Their 
contact information is listed below with the counties that they cover. Please contact your assigned inspector about the 
readiness of your fields. 

Montana Seed Growers Association  
MSU-Marsh Laboratory  
P.O. Box 173146  
Bozeman, MT 59717-3146 
 

When to call your inspector 

Field Inspectors  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  


