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Update from MSGA
Happy Fall to everyone. After a very fast summer that was very hot, we
are finally headed into Fall. This year our inspections were mostly carried
out in July as the warm weather and drought conditions spurred on the
maturity of crops in record time. Irrigated fields fell around the same time
but many dryland fields especially around the Billings area were ready to
harvest by the 2nd week of July. We had fewer acres applied for than in
2020 and the drought brought on a lot of canceled acres this year. As you
all know we moved to an online database for field applications and
inspections. This was our 2nd year using this program and we have seen
numerous benefits to having all the information in one database. Some of
our contractors have been utilizing our online bulk sales system. This
allows them to issue bulk certificates online and removes the step of
recording back to MSGA. Also, the new bulk certificates are a stand-alone
document meaning that you do not have to use the sticker bulk along with
an analysis tag when selling your seed. If you are interested in using the
online bulk sales system please reach out to Rebecca Papke (406) 9945121 and she would be happy to get you up and running. We are doing a
slow roll over for the bulk system, but we hope to have most everyone
using the bulk system soon. As a reminder, you can start your winter
wheat applications in the database at any time.

Production Fees for 2021 Seed Fields

What are production fees, and why do we have them?

Production fees are based on all production from the acreage which passed field inspection. This includes seed
which is marketed or retained by the grower for their use. Even if the seed is not going to be sold as seed, production
fees are still due. Production fees are designed to even out the cost for growers. By not charging a flat rate we allow
for variations in production that can be caused by rain, hail, dryland, irrigation, and other events that are out of your
control. Production fees allow MSGA to keep our per-acre prices on inspections low.
Contractors are responsible for paying production fees to MSGA. We will not individually invoice growers.

Cleanout percentage

All fees should be calculated on a clean seed basis. To determine your "Clean Seed" amount before a seed lot is
cleaned, simply deduct 10% from the total seed harvested. This will account for the average amount of seed that will
be lost during the conditioning process. For small-seeded crops please call the MSGA office for clean-out
percentages.

Production Fees by Crop:
Wheat-Flax-Spelt-Triticale
Barley-Oats-Buckwheat-Large
Legumes
Oilseed types
Sorghum
Industrial Hemp
Perennial Crops
All grass varieties
Perennial Legume crops
Fourwing Saltbush
Small Burnet

District Elections

$0.05/bu on clean seed
$0.08/cwt on clean seed
$0.12/cwt on clean seed
$0.05/bu on clean seed
$0.05/bu on clean seed
$0.005/lb on clean seed
$0.005/lb on clean seed
$0.005/lb on clean seed
$0.005/lb on clean seed

It's time to elect a new set of Board members for 2021. Each year 2 board members from 2 different districts are
elected/re-elected. They all serve a 3-year term and attend one annual board meeting in Bozeman, MT. All growers
who have grown through MSGA from Districts 1 & 5 for the 2021 growing season are eligible to vote. Any grower
living within the two districts who has been a member/grower of MSGA for the last three consecutive years (as
shown by signing an Application for Certification) may be elected to serve as a director. The three candidates with
the most votes in the primary election will move on to the final election. Ballots will be sent out soon for Directors
nominations for District 1 and District 5. These seats are currently held by Jack Lake of Ronan, MT (District 1 is
comprised of Lincoln, Flathead, Sanders, Lake, Mineral, Missoula, and Ravalli Counties) and Terry Peters of
Ledger, MT (District 5 is comprised of Glacier, Toole, Liberty, Hill, Blaine, Phillips, Pondera, Teton, and Choteau
Counties.) will then move on to the general election. Please be sure to cast your vote for your representative!

From the Field >>>

MSGA Field Inspection Season Update
Thank You MSGA Field Inspectors

MSGA wants to thank all our hard-working field inspectors for another successful season. Our inspectors put in
long hours walking fields to get all 90,000 acres inspected before harvest. We could not have this certification
program without our dedicated inspectors who continue to work for us every year! Our inspectors' knowledge of
their areas, fields, and growers is invaluable when it comes to creating a working and personal relationship with
the grower members of MSGA. Thank you again:
Brian Bedord
Lisa Bedord
Brianna Nelson
Roger Brookie
Tom Davis
Erin Miller
Alexis Clingingsmith

Susan Engstrom
Lary Holzworth
Roger Hybner
Red Lovec
Elisha Otis
John Ranney
Thad White

Micheal Morgan
Richelle O’Leary
Mary Nagle
Dan Hodges
Cameron Nelson

The fields for the most part this year had very little weed pressure because of the dry conditions. Many fields were
affected by grasshoppers. Seed size was small but overall the crops looked okay considering the lack of moisture
and very hot daytime temperatures. We are looking forward to a more productive 2022 season.

Research Fee Collection
MSGA is responsible for collecting research fees on some varieties for other states. MSGA
sent letters out to those who grew varieties that have research fee agreements associated with
them. South Dakota, North Dakota: Both North Dakota Crop Improvement Association, and
North Dakota Research Foundation, and Wisconsin.
You will be reporting the seed you sold between July 01, 2020, and June 30, 2021. These are
the sales that you will owe the royalties on. Please make sure you send back the completed
sheet with payment to MSGA. MSGA will then distribute funds to the appropriate parties.
MSGA does NOT collect for Montana State University, Doug Holen is the individual who
will collect all of MSU variety fees.
If you have any questions please reach out to Rebecca Papke: Rebecca.papke@montana.edu
or (406) 994-5121.

MSGA Acres Applied for By Crop Type
2021 vs. 2020
Crop

Acres Applied for
2021

Acres Applied
2020

Spring Wheat

21,774.71

26,161.68

Winter Wheat

27,360.94

21,386.34

Barley

14,025.43

13,085.22

Pea

9,727.99

12,292.90

Lentil

2,101.33

1,956.70

Durum Wheat

2,424.09

3,904.57

Triticale

1,467.30

3,115.50

Chickpea

1,914.33

1,665.00

Alfalfa

1,986.20

1,099.20

Grasses

3,810.67

2,963.41

Misc.

5,743.23

6,413.88

Total

92,336.22

94,044.40
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